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OLD PRAV OLS TRAILS 


FORT PHILIP KEARNY 


Site of Fort Philip Kearny, built in 1866 at the forks of the 
Pineys, and near the present U. S. Highway 87, is approximately 
25 miles south of Sheridan, Wyoming. This was originally the 
headquarters fort for the Mountain District which also included 
forts Reno and C. F. Smith on the old Bozeman Trail. The fort 
was abandoned by the provisions of the Sioux Treaty (1868), in 
an attempt to establish peace with the Indians, who under Red 
Cloud had constantly harassed the garrison during its short period 
of existence. 

The military portion of the fort was 600x700 feet, surrounded 
by an eight-foot stockade of heavy pine logs, with block houses 
at two diagonal corners. A portion of the stockade and one 
cabin modeled after an officers’ quarters have been built. A 
movement is now under way to have this fort, along with the 
sites of the Fetterman National Monument, Wagon Box Fight, and 
the Connor Battlefield included in one national park. 


Site of the Fetterman Disaster is 20 miles south of Sheridan, 
Wyoming, on the old country road over Lodge Trail Ridge. Here 
on December 21, 1866, a force of 3000 Sioux, Cheyenne, and 
Arapahoe Indians ambushed a detachment of 81 men and officers 
under Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Fetterman. There were no sur- 
vivors. 


Site of the Wagon Box Fight is located between the South 
Piney and Little Piney about five miles west of Fort Philip Kearny. 
Here on August 2, 1867, a detachment of 32 men and officers 
under the command of Captain James Powell repulsed a horde of 
Indians from behind a corral of fourteen ordinary wagon boxes. 
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The Battle On the Red Fork 


By T. J. GATCHELL 


This address was prepared and delivered at a rodeo-picnic on the site of the 


Red Fork Battlefield on July 4, 1941. 


Mr. Gatchell is a druggist, curator, and 


historian. His knowledge of the Indian, and his ability to speak the Sioux 
language affords him a source of historical data which has long been closed 


to other historians. 
Johnson County Pioneers Association. 


E are holding this celebration 
today on the site of the Red 

Fork Indian battle, where nearly 
sixty-five years ago the last en- 


| gagement of the so-called Sioux 


War of 1876 took place. It is a 


| most fitting place, as it brings 


forcibly to our minds the outstand- 
ing history which has been en- 
acted in Johnson County. The 
causes which led up to the Indian 
War of 1876 were numerous. It 
is not my intention to dwell upon 
the wrongs of the red man, but 
suffice it to say, that most of the 
Indian tribes in the west objected 
most strenuously to putting aside 
their ideal nomadic existence, and 
making their home on a govern- 
ment selected reservation, and 
live on agency beef and musty 
flour. Most of the agents, not un- 
derstanding an Indian, were un- 
satisfactory, and while the greater 
number of the tribes had sur- 
rendered to the authorities, they 
were discontented, and found life 
anything but satisfactory. There 
more refractory clans, however, 
had elected to put off the evil day 
as long as possible, and still ad- 
here to the wild life of their fore- 
fathers. In the late summer of 


Mr. Gatchell is the official historian for the Sheridan- 


1875, Indian Inspector E. C. Wat- 
kins made what he called a com- 
plete survey of the Indians who 
were out, and reported as follows: 
“There are still out, and hostile, 
about 30 or 40 lodges of Hunka- 
papa Lacotas, under Sitting Bull, 
and about 300 lodges of Ogalalla, 
under Crazy Horse.” As the usual 
run of Indian lodges run, there 
were an average of about five to 
the tepee, and as this included 
women and children, it would ap- 
pear that not over three or four 
hundred fighting men were still 
on the war path. Watkins gave 
no inkling of the two Northern 
Cheyenne villages, one under 
Chief Two-Moons, and one under 
Chief Dull Knife, which were still 
out and most decidedly hostile. 
However, having every confi- 
dence in agent Watkins, and his 
report, the Department of the In- 
terior sent couriers to the Lacota 
clans telling them to come into 
appointed reservations by the first 
of January, 1876, or soldiers would 
come and bring them in. This 
was in fact—and the Indians so 
took it—a declaration of war, and 
immediately Sitting Bull, who was 
an outstanding warrior, a medi- 
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cine man, and a great organizer, 
took steps to rally the clans and | 
take steps to repel the expected | 
invasion of the troops. How well 
he succeeded is history, for in-— 
stead of the few hostiles which 
Watkins’ report led the army to- 
believe would be encountered, 
there were between eight and 
nine thousand. The commander- 
in-chief of the army, in accordance 
with the will of the secretary of 
the interior, gave orders to Gene- 
ral Terry, commander of the De- 
partment of Dakota, and General 
Crook, commander of the Depart- 
ment of the Platte, to take the field 
and carry out the wishes of the 
interior department. However, the 
weather was so inclement that 
Terry could not assemble his 
forces, or start the invasion until 
late in May. Crook, however, 
took the field in March, and on 
the 17th a part of his cavalry, un- 
der command of Colonel Reynolds 
attacked and destroyed the vil- 
lage of Crazy Horse, on Powder 
River, about six miles below the 
present Montana-Wyoming line. 
Reynolds’ conduct in this attack 
is one that the army does not care 
to talk about. He failed to make 
good his victory, and though 
backed by gallant and competent 
officers and men as ever wore the 
uniform of our army, left the field 
in control of the Indians. Frank 
Grouard and other scouts had 
captured the pony herd of the vil- 
lage, but Reynolds would not fur- 
nish a guard to hold them, and 
the Indians re-captured them be- 
fore the command reached the 
mouth of Clear Creek. The wea- 


| 
: | 
f 
| ther turned bitterly cold, and the 
| troops had to return to Fort Fet- 
| terman. They suffered untold 
' hardships and suffering from the 
| cold, and Dr. Munn, the medical 
| officer, was compelled to make 
1 twenty-three amputations because 
_ of frozen feet and hands. It is a 
| rather peculiar instance, but Dr. 
_ Munn, then a retired Major Sur- 
| geon, was called back into ser- 
' vice and had charge of the med- 
_ ical examination .when the regi- 
/ ment to which I belonged was 
_mustered into service in 1898. 
_ General Crook again left Fort Fet- 
| terman on May 29, and arrived on 
| Little Goose Creek, just above the 
| present city of Sheridan, on June 
| 9. Here a supply camp was es- 
| tablished in charge of Major Fury, 
the quartermaster. Crook’s battle 
_ of the Big Bend of the Rosebud, 
in what is now Montana; the Sib- 
ley Scout, near Wolf Creek, in 
present Sheridan County, and the 
battle of Slim Buttes, in Dakota, 
were the principal events of his 
campaign. General Terry arrived 
at the mouth of Powder River, on 
| the Yellowstone, in Montana, on 
June 7, where he established a 
supply camp. The result of Terry's 
campaign is well known—the total 
destruction of the five troops of 
the Seventh Cavalry, under im- 
mediate command of General 
~ Custer, and a desperate fight of 
the remaining troops, under Major 
Reno. There has been some very 
unjust criticism of some later writ- 
ers because Terry and Crook did 
not combine their forces—a large 
enough army to have coped with 
the situation. This is because 
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they do not know the facts. These 
department commanders had spe- 
cific orders from General Sheri- 
dan to carry on their raids entire 
ly independent of each other. In 
fact General Terry had sufficient 
troops under his command to have 
successfully handled the Indians 
they would have encountered, 
had not General Custer, disre- 
garding his orders, held back his 
attack until the slower moving 
infantry and artillery, under Gen- 
eral Terry, had arrived. It is not 
my intention today to go into detail 
anent this campaign, but have 
merely touched the high spots to 
give a brief outline of the year's 
activities. 


General Crook again took the 
field in November. He had 
gathered a formidable army and 
hoped to bring the Indian situa- 
tion to a close. He left Fort Fet- 
terman, established a cantonment 
on Powder River, about three and 
one-half miles above old Fort 
Reno, of the Connor Powder River 
Indian Invasion. From there the 
command marched to the Crazy 
Woman crossing of the Bozeman 
Trail, and it was from there the 
cavalry contingent marched to 
make a surprise attack upon the 
Cheyenne village located in this 
canyon. This was the village of 
Dull Knife, the second chief being 
Little Wolf. Both Dull Knife and 
Little Wolf were tried and true 
warriors of the Cheyenne tribe. 
Dull Knife figured prominently in 
the campaign of 1865, when his 
warriors attacked the Sawyer 
road making expedition. This 
warriors Cheyenne name was 
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_Woh-Hah-Hit, meaning Moming 
Star, but he was called Dull Knife 
by the Sioux, the hidden meaning 
being that he was such a tough 
‘chief, that it would dull a knife 
‘if any enemy tried to stab him. 
In this village were the flower of 
|the Cheyenne fighting men, and 
though badly outnumbered, and 
_ surprised, put up a battle that sur- 
‘prised the toughened and experi- 
enced campaigners of Macken- 
| zie’s army. To Weasel Bear—an 
Indian well known in Buffalo, 
Medicine Bear, White Shield, Long 
| Jaw, Big Jaw, Braided Locks, and 
many others I am indebted for 
details of this battle from the In- 
‘dian side. To Frank Grouard, 
| Captain North, Bill Rowland, Hard 
| Robe, and many others from the 
| soldiers’ standpoint. I have vis- 
ited this village site with many 
_ from each side and have many 
graphic descriptions of the en- 
counter. This band had been in 
the Custer battle, and had, as all 
tribes had done, left the site of 
their victory on the Greasy Grass, 
as the Indians called the Little 
Big Horn River, and scattered far 
and wide so a successful cam- 
paign could not be made against 
them. This village was well fixed 
for the winter —much provision 
had been stored, and they hoped 
to pass the winter in this delight- 
_ ful spot. The night preceding the 
attack they had spent in dancing 
the scalp dance, and other dances 
of rejoicing, and these revelries 
had lasted until nearly morning. 
This dancing was done partially 
to instruct the younger Indians in 
the dances of the tribe, but more 


Story Mercantile Co. 


GROCERIES 


Meats 
Bakery Products 
Fountain Service 

Kodak Film 
Fishing Tackle 
Gasoline and Oil 


ANDY RAYCHER, Prop. 
Story, Wyoming 


THE KEARNEY 
ROLLER MILLS 


Piney’s Best Flour 
and Feeds 


Ranchers May Exchange Wheat 
for Flour 


Phone Buffalo 361-J-11 


ROY REDHAITR, Manager 


Banner, Wyoming 


Ackerley’s Grocery 


Soft Drinks 

Ice Cream 

All Meats 
Electrically Refrigerated 


H. J. ACKERLEY, Prop. 


Story, Wyoming 


33) 


34 Om Rea Vv @ WS sR AM is 


a 


especially to yet celebrate the 
wonderful victory the Great Spirit 
had allowed them to win over 
their enemy, General Custer. The 
Cheyennes had never forgiven 
the unwarranted attack upon their 
village on the Washita River, in 
Indian Territory, by Custer and 
his troopers, in 1868. Everyone 
in this village was happy — the 
tribe was prosperous, and they 
looked forward to a winter undis- 
turbed. I could never decide in 
my mind whether the attack was 
a complete surprise, although I 
am confident that it was not ex- 
pected so soon. Finally the vil- 
lage was stilled after their night's 
rejoicing, and the quiet of the 
morning hours was undisturbed 
except for the occasional howl of 
a coyote, or the bark of a dog. 
Colonel Ronald 5S. Mackenzie, in 
command of the cavalry contin- 
gent of the Crook column, left the 
rendezvous, at Crazy Woman 
crossing, on the 23rd of Novem- 
ber, spent the night at the spring 
on what is now the Edgar Sim- 
mons ranch, the next day march- 
ing as far as Red Fork of the 
Powder, and arrived at the lower 
end of this canyon early in the 
morning of November 25. Mac- 
kenzie’s force included 750 cav- 
alry and nearly four hundred In- 
dian allies, a much larger force 
than this village mustered, as 
most careful investigation reveals 


that not over a hundred and thirty. 


lodges comprised this camp. The 
waiting troops and their allies in 
the canyon could plainly hear the 
muffled tones of the tom-toms and 
sounds of the chanting that accom- 
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panied the dancing. Finally the 
sounds were stilled and as dawn 
broke the sleeping village was 
awakened by the thunder of hoofs 
as the attacking party charged up 
the valley. The sleepy warriors 
in the village grabbed their guns 
and ammunition; hurried their 
women and children to the hills, 
and attempted to repel the assault, 
but the troops and their allies 
charged on through the village 
and drove the Indians to the sur- 
rounding hills, The Shoshone In- 
dians climbed up the hill to the 
south—now known as Mackenzie 
hill—and kept a desultory fire on 
the Cheyennes as they attempted 
to salvage their belonings from 
the village. The troops bummed 
the village and destroyed every- 
thing that fell into their hands. 
The Indians finally made a stand 
on the hill north of the river and 
succeeded in standing the troops 
off. Toward evening it started 
snowing, the weather turned cold 
and very stormy, and notwith- 
standing the fact that Mackenzie 
had sent word to Crook to send 
on the infantry to help dislodge 
the Indians, abandoned the field 
and the last battle of the war of 
1876 was over. The condition of 
the Cheyennes with all their 
stores and tepees destroyed was 
deplorable. The troops lost Lieu- 
tenant McKinney and five troop- 
ers killed, and about twenty-five 
were wounded. The Indians tell 
me their loss was twenty-three 
dead, and this included babies 
which died because of improper 
protection. 
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There have been many tales 
both written and told of how and 
where the Indians went after the 
fight. However, they told me re- 
peatedly that no attempt was 
made to remain in this valley. 
They retreated along the face of 
the Big Hom Mountains, and 
finally struck Clear Creek and 
came down back of Bald Moun- 
tain, just above the present Sol- 
diers’ and Sailors’ Home. They 
camped for some time at the south 
end of Lake DeSmet. Game was 
plentiful and they soon were sup- 
plied with clothing and food. With 
the troops was a Cheyenne boy, 
Hard Robe, a brother-in-law of Bill 
Rowland, the interpreter, and also 
a scout with the expedition. Hard 
Robe, though only seventeen 
years old, was also a_ scout 
with the troops. I spent some 
time with Hard Robe on this 
battlefield, and he told me many 
interesting phases of the engage- 
ment. He pointed out the place 
that Lieutenant McKinney was 
killed; where Dull Knife’s son, the 
first victim of the charge, met his 
death; the pocket in the ravine 
where eight Cheyenne warriors 
were trapped and killed, and 
many more interesting events of 
the day's fighting. He told how 
that during the afternoon fighting 
Colonel Mackenzie sent Frank 
Grouard, Bill Rowland and him- 
self up the gulch that runs north 
from the creek, to talk to the In- 
dians and ask them to surrender, 
as the Colonel, knowing that their 
supplies had all been destroyed— 
thought they might be willing to 
go to a reservation, where they 
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could be taken care of. The three 
men crawled up the draw, which 
was deep enough to shelter them 
from the fire of the Indians, and 
Rowland opened conversation 
with Little Wolf, who was direct- 
ing the battle on that part of the 
field. In answer to Rowland, Lit- 
tle Wolf said, “No, Dull Knife will 
not surrender. He says he has 
lost two sons in this fight, and you 
might as well go ahead and kill 
us all.” To Frank Grouard he 
said, “Go away and take your 
Indians. We can whip the sol- 
diers, but we can’t whip them 
both.” Hard Robe said that he 
then tried to talk with them, and 
that in his excitement raised his 
head a little above the top of the 
gulch, and some Indian took a 
shot at him, the bullet coming so 
close to his cheek that he thought 
his entire face had been shot 
away, but when he found he was 
all right lost all interest in a peace 
talk. 


It was in this battle that my 
friend Medicine Bear won his 
spurs, and was soon made a 
chief. Our friend Weasel Bear 
was only fifteen years old, but he 
covered himself with glory that 
day. I have often talked with 
Braided Locks, a prominent figure 
in that fight and he always said 
that they could have saved their 
village had they thought the sol- 
diers would come so soon. 


Several years ago I visited this 


field with Captain Luther North, 
who with his brother, Major Frank 
North, were in command of the 
Pawnee Indian scouts who were 
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in the engagement. Captain 
North is the one who was forced 
to kill Dull Knife’s son to save 
himself. After the Cheyennes had 
abandoned trying to salvage 
things from their burning village, 
North and a few Pawnees tried 
to capture a part of the horse herd, 
which were in the pocket where 
Frank Graves’ house now stands. 
Under a fire from the Indians, who 
were on the hills above, they got 
the herd started down the valley, 
when North's horse was shot and 
fell with him. However, a big 
Pawnee Indian reached down and 
grabbed him by the belt and car- 
ried him to safety. They did not 
succeed in getting many horses, 
however, as a cross fire stam- 
peded them and turned them up 
the canyon where they joined 
other horses of the Indians. Bill 
Rowland often talked with me 
about the fight, and while his wife 
was a full-blooded Cheyenne, did 
not think the Indians could have 
been subdued in any other way, 
and had no regrets for the part 
he played in the affair. 


To be fair and just we must 
give full credit to that handful of 
Indians who fought so gallantly 
on this field, on that day. They 
were against such odds, and dis- 
advantages fighting for their wo- 
men and children and for the 
home which they firmly believed 
was theirs as a gift from the 
Great Spirit, and while greatly 
outnumbered, they chose the suf 
fering that they knew must come 
to submitting their all to the ig- 
nominy of a life that would rob 
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The Bull Whacker 


By MAUD BRINKER 


unique personality is Clinton 
Wells of Gillette, Wyoming. 
He and his good wife spend their 
summers in the Big Horn Moun- 
tains at Story, Wyoming, where 
a thousand log cabins snug them- 
selves down 
among the pines. 
adjoining 
Highway 87 links 
it up with the re- 


old Fort Philip 
Kearny of Fetter- 
man Disaster 
fame. 

Wells is a six- 
footer topped 
with a fifteen 
gallon sombrero. 
In 1880 he was 
a bull whacker 
just turned four- 
teen. His original 
bull whip hangs 
against the wall 
in Fred Good's 
saloon at Sun- 
dance, Wyo- 
ming. The rest 
of his outfit is 
made up of wooden ox yokes, ox 
shoes, pack saddle, bear trap, an 
old rifle with reloading apparatus, 
and rollings for many lead bullets. 

This fourteen year old bull 
whacker whacked his bull teams 
from Fort Pierre and Cooke City, 
Missouri, with six other three- 
wagon bull teams made up most- 
ly of Texas longhorns. The train 


MR. AND MRS. CLINTON WELLS 


kept together for its own protec- 
tion and the safety of the men 
and commodities which it hauled. 
The western terminal was Dead- 
wood. On its one-gully street 
swung a worn noose for the pur- 
pose of intimidat- 
ing the outlaws 
of that wild re- 
gion. 

When these 
bull teams took 
to the trail, it was 
a procession of 
mighty length 
and strength. 
Each bull whack- 
er drove ten 
pairs of oxen 
drawing three 
packed wagons. 
One _ hundred 
forty oxen and 
twenty-one wag- 
ons, all loaded 
to the top. Each 
wagon wore a 
trail horn on its 
axle in order to 
keep the wagon 
tongues from in- 
terfering with the legs of the 
oxen. 

After Mr. Wells had hung up 
his bull whacking outfit on the 
walls of Fred Good's saloon in 
Sundance he became strangely 
lonely without his old whip. He 
soon gathered together new 
materials and made another one 
—a replica of the one which he 
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had made sixty-one years before. 
The four-foot handle is made of 
polished ash wood with a two- 
inch loop of elkhide which allows 
the lash to swing without friction. 
The three feet nearest the handle 
is loaded with shot and lead to 
give it power and balance when 
the lash is thrown. The far end 
of the twenty-foot lash flings a six- 
inch strap of buckskin. It is this 
buckskin lash which make a loud 
report like a shotgun. 


Mr. Wells was asked to dem- 
onstrate it in a cleared patch of 
cedars. ‘The space isn't large 
enough, lady, but I'll lash it up 
that twenty-foot cedar” - - - and 
how the needles fell. 


The legendary caution from his 
bull team boss was, “Burn the 
hair, boy, but don’t cut ‘em.” This 
took a great amount of skill, since 
the horse fly hectoring the lead 
bull's right ear could be flicked 
off as easy as telling it. 


“Who taught you to swing the 
bull whip, Mr. Wells?” He gave 
the name of Zach Taylor, then 
added, ‘Bet you'd learn it your- 
self, lady, after it cracked you on 
your skull a couple of times.” He 
chuckled at a sudden remem- 
brance. 


A few years back, Mr. Wells 
exhibited his bull whacking out 
fit at the Old Settlers’ Picnic held 
at Devil's Tower, Wyoming. From 
there he went to the Belle Fourche 
Rodeo; later, at Thermopolis, 
where the rodeo manager in- 
formed him that a suite was re- 
served for him in the best hotel 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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in town. ‘Hell no,” said Mr. Wells, 
“Put me up at some old time 
roomin’ house with plenty of bugs 
- - - er I won't feel at home.” 


The Thermopolis rodeo clown 
hormed-in on Wells’ performance 
—asking him beforehand of 
course, “Just how close can you 
come to my nose without hitting 
it, Mr. Wells?” “Four inches, sir,” 
was the reply, and that clown, 
confident of Mr. Wells’ precision, 
risked his painted nose with the 
murderous lash. 


Mr. Wells was questioned about 
the colorful early-time woman, 
Calamity Jane. He replied, “She 
was given that nickname, not be- 
cause she brought calamity, but 
because she relieved it. Yes, she 
wore men’s trousers, a gun belt 
with plenty rounds of cartridges, 
drank at the bar with gold dig- 
gers, ruffians, and pioneers - - - 
but a kinder hearted women God 
never made.” 


Then Mr. Wells, like all old 
timers who had met up with 
Calamity Jane in the early days, 
lighted his pipe and reminisced. 
“Do you know, lady, that Calam- 
ity Jane tried to prevent the Custer 
Massacre? There is a tradition 
that she rode from General 
Crook’s camp in Wyoming with a 
secret message for General Cus- 
ter. The contents of the message 
advised caution and delay until 
reinforcements could arrive in the 
spring but she encountered zero 
weather, swam her horse across 
a stream full of floating ice cakes, 
and on the further bank she was 
detained for a period of five weeks 
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with fever and pneumonia. In the 
interim, Custer rode over the ridge 
beyond the Little Big Horn - - - 
baited there by a few Indian 
stragglers. Here Custer was met 
by a horde of Cheyenne and 
Sioux Indians who killed every 
soldier. 


Refueling his pipe, Mr. Wells 
continued with a question: “Did 
you ever meet Calamity, lady?” 


“No? She rode all over South 
Dakota and into Wyoming, you 
know.” 


“T always wished that I might, 
Mr. Wells.” 


“You would have liked her, 
lady. She administered to sick 
folks in desperate situations and 
in all kinds of weather. Her name 
was blessed among _ pioneer 
mothers with little children. She 
carried them medicines of her own 
brewing. No one who knew of 
her generosities ever spoke ill of 
Calamity Jane.” 


After this beautiful tribute to 
Calamity Jane, Mr. Wells gestured 
toward the threatened sundown. 
“Our baby rabbit will be waiting 
on the cabin doorstep for its let- 
tuce dinner.” 


As they drove away Mr. Wells 
called back over his shoulder, 
“This much is true, lady - - - when 
a few more of us old bull whack- 


. ers kick in, there will be no one 


left to tell about it.” 


Patronize the advertisers in this 
issue of Old Travois Trails. 


Phantom Sentinels On the Powder 


By CHARLES D. SCHREIBEIS 


NYONE who has ever wan- 
| 


| 
| 


| 


a 


i 


|a@ ravine, 


| ley of the Pow- 


dered along the wind-swept 
|rimrock near old Kaycee, Wyo- 
/ming, is aware that the Powder 
‘River has a charm all its own. 
What is more, it possesses a vari- 
_ ety of charm that 
in a special way 
belongs to the 
Powder River 
|j}alone andis 
never met with 
| elsewhere. 

At the head of 
not 
far from old Kay- 
cee, there is a 
spot where phan- 
tom sentinels 
stand ever vigil- 
ant over the val- 


der. Ages ago 
Nature saw fit to 
form myriads of 
globular sand- 
stone boulders in 
this region. 
These seem 
to have been 
formed from the 
core outward and range in size 
from a few inches to several feet 
in diameter. 

During one of the geological 
periods these sandstone boulders 
were covered with layers of earth 
which was mixed with bentonite 
and other easily eroded material. 
In the more recent years, how- 
ever, the ‘spring freshets, along 


ILLUSTRATION NO. 1 


with other forces of erosion, have 
cut a deep ravine which leads 
directly to the middle fork of the 
Powder River. This ravine has 
uncovered hundreds of the boul- 
ders which have so long been 
hidden away in 
the earth. 

The protection 
from wind and 
weather which 
each one of the 
larger boulders 
gives to its softer 
sand-stone base, 
accounts largely 
for the variety of 
peculiar forma- 
tions found there. 
While the softer 
material about 
the base has 
eroded away, 
the boulder re- 
mains balanced 
upon an earthen 
pedestal. Wind 
and blowing 
sand has con- 
tinued to erode 
these mushroom 
shaped phenomena until now a 
few of the spherical boulders 
stand several feet above the level 
or sloping ground. 

Illustration No. 1 shows one of 
the few balanced boulders which 
the forces of nature have more 
recently uncovered. It is in aon 
almost perfect condition, except 
for the fact that it has been 
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cracked both horizontally and 
vertically. But time will eventu- 
ally take its toll on this boulder 
too. Snow and rain will seep into 
the small cracks and crannies. The 
pressure developed during the 
process of freezing will eventually 
become too great for it to with- 
stand, and the result will be a 
split or otherwise deformed object. 

Illustration No. 2 shows the re- 
sults of such ero- 
sion. This boul- 
der has not only 
been split hori- 
zontally in sev- 
eral places, but it 
has been pushed 
apart vertically 
to such an extent 
that an enterpris- 
ing “trade rat’ 
has been able to 
use this crevice 
for a substantial 
nest. The reason 
that each verti- 
cal hemisphere 
of this boulder re- 
mains balanced 
upon its pedestal 
as it does is the 
fact that it has 
an unusually 
large base. But 
this base is be- 
ginning to give way to the forces 
of erosion, so that in time it too, 
will resemble the balanced por- 
tions of other boulders shown -in 
the following illustrations, y 

The boulder in Illustration No. 
3 has been split diagonally 
through the center, the remaining 
half again quartered so that ap- 
proximately only one-eighth of 
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ILLUSTRATION NO. 2 


the original boulder is left bal- 
anced upon its lofty pedestal. The 
eroded portions of this boulder 
may be seen as a shattered mass 
at the foot of the pedestal which 
originally held up the entire mass. 

The same conditions which 
caused the erosion of these boul- 
ders also caused the formation of 
the peculiar sand-rock phantoms 
seen in Illustration No. 4. These 
‘Phantoms’ have 
been exposed to 
the forces of ero- 
sion a great deal 
longer than those 
shown in the 
previous illustra- 
tions and it is in- 
teresting to real- 
ize that these 
were once nor. 
mal spherical 
boulders similaz 
in form to the 
one shown in IL 
lustration No. 1 

Blowing sanc 
has helped tc 
smooth up the 
rough edges o! 
the  remaininc 
portions of the 
boulders whick 
have previously 
been eroded by 
ice and other forces of nature 
This gives the remaining phantorr 
sentinels, which so faithfully 
guard the ravine, the finishinc 
touches which account for thei 
grim countenances. 

Other sentinels along the Pow 
der River have since come anc 
gone. Various Indian tribes suck 
as the Crow, Shoshoni, Cheyenne 


OLDATRANMIOISATRRAAES 43 


ILLUSTRATION NO. 3 


PHANTOM SENTINELS. ILLUSTRATION NO. 4 
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and Sioux have reluctantly with- 
drawn their faithful sentinels from 
this beautiful region. The pictur- 
esque trapper who once did picket 
duty at the old Rendezvous on 


the Powder River during the peri-_ 


od of the fur trade has passed on. 
The oncoming soldiers who later 
stood as sentinels over the crude 
log bastions of old Fort Reno, and 
the supply pits at the old Fort 
Connor cantonment have long 
since fulfilled their military duties 
and have passed on. The tired 
cowboy who did night herd duty 
while the first herds of Texas 
longhoms were being trailed into 
the Powder River region has 
passed on. The sentinels who 
watched over the K C and T A 
ranches during the exciting days 
of the stockman’s “Invasion” have 
since passed on, but the phantom 
sentinels which nature has placed 
on guard over the peaceful Pow- 
der River have not yet fulfilled 
their great mission for they stand 
on and on. 


WANTED... 


... diaries, letters, me- 
moirs, documents, pic- 
tures, or relics from rela- 
tives of soldiers, civil- 
ians, or officers who 
once served in some 
capacity at old Fort 
Philip Kearny. 
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THE BATTLE ON THE RED FORK 
(Continued from page 36) 


them of all the things they held 
dear. 


It is most appropriate that this 
spot should be selected for our 
celebration today, the anniversary 
of our independence. As this 
anniversary comes and goes 
throughout the years, we are apt 
to forget the things it stands for. 
We are prone to forget the strug- 
gle and privations our forefathers 
endured that this country of ours 
might become a nation of free and 
independent people. We only re- 
member in a passing way the 
hardships the western pioneers 
were forced to undergo that the 
west of golden opportunity might 
be wrested from the domination of 
the tribes, who claimed it as their 
inheritance, and become the home 
of a prosperous and happy 


people. 


Today the world is in the midst 
of a titanic struggle; our very in- 
dependence is endangered, and 
it is now our duty to cast aside 
all thoughts but of duty to our 
country; loyalty to our flag and 
all its stands for, and make a firm 
resolution to fight for the right. 
Let us emulate the deeds of those 
patriots, both soldiers and Indians 
who fought so well for what they 
thought was right nearly sixty-five 
years ago on this field. 
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| Western Books 


In response to frequent requests for books containing authori- 
tative information concerning this western frontier, we have ar- 
|| ranged to supply the following books through this office. The 
| | books are carried in stock, and all mail orders will be promptly 
i sent postpaid. 


1. EMPIRE BUILDERS, by Ida McPherren 


femougs ES mo Voxo milexiole) 22) 2. se Se $1.00 
2. TRAILS END, by Ida McPherren 
PAWEpOGeSs) OLoxG, Cloth. 26252822 ht es 2.00 


3. FORT PHIL. KEARNY, by Elsa Spear 
36 pages, 10 photographs, 5x7 inches, flexible _______ 1.00 


4, PIONEER EDUCATION IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
by Charles D. Schreibeis, 94 pages, 7 illustrations, 


peolWominches buckram) Sas. esse. See 1 2.25 
5. SAGEBRUSH DENTIST, by Will Frackelton and Herman 

Gastell Seely, 246 pages, 514x9 inches, cloth__________ 2.50 
6. KEOGH, COMANCHE AND CUSTER, by Captain Edward 

Smith Luce, 12 illustrations, 6x8 inches, cloth___________ 3.00 
7. SONS OF THE WEST, by Lorah B. Chaffin, 320 pages, 

Gxdeinches, Cloth 2 ois SE ee 3.00 
8. PONY TRAILS IN WYOMING, by John K. Rollinson, 

408 pages, 44 illustrations, 614x914 inches, cloth _______ 3.50 


Send orders with remittance covering to 


OLD TRAVOIS TRAILS 
Fort Philip Kearny 
BANNER, WYOMING 


' Wyoming residents will please add 2% sales tax. 
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